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Cheap  Snhstitutps  For  Radium 


ALBERTA'S  FIRST  RADIOISOTOPE  LABORATORY 

Radioactive  Materials  Used  To  Diagnose  And  Treat 
Cancer  And  Other  Diseases  At  Edmonton  Hospital 


Radioactive  materials  are  being  used  to  study  and  treat 
disease  at  Alberta's  first  radioisotope  laboratory  located  at  the 
University  Hospital,  Edmonton. 

The  laboratory  has  been  under  development  for  three  years. 
A  grant  of  $9,000  from  the  Alberta  Division  of  the  Canadian 
Cancer  Society  started  the  project  while  the  Alberta  Health 
Department  supplied  two  Government  of  Canada  health  grants 
for  staff  training  and  the  University  Hospital  provided  space  for 
the  laboratory. 

The  radioactive  isotopes  which  provide  the  basis  for  the 
laboratory  are  atoms  which  have  been  made  radioactive  by 
exposure  to  the  radiation  of  nuclear  reactors  such  as  those  at 
Chalk  River,  Ontario,  and  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee.  These  artifically 
produced  isotopes  are  much  cheaper  than  the  natural  radioactive 
isotope  of  radium  and  are  used  widely  as  substitutes  for  radium 
in  radiation  therapy. 

Isotopes  will  be  used  in  the  University  of  Alberta  Hospital 
primarily  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  and  the  diagnosis  of  cancer 
and  other  diseases.  Radiations  from  radioactive  materials  will  kill 
or  arrest  the  growth  of  cancer  cells;  for  example,  radioactive 
phosphorous  can  be  injected  into  the  blood  stream  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  cancer  of  the  blood  or  leukemia,  and  by  coming 
into  direct  contact  with  the  diseased  cells,  irradiate  them. 

Other  isotopes  which  will  be  used  in  the  laboratory  are 
iodine-131  for  treatment  of  cancer  of  the  thyroid  gland  and  radio- 
active gold  to  reduce  the  accumulations  of  fluid  which  come  with 
advanced  cancer. 


Radioactive  isotopes  will  play  an  important  diagnostic  role 
as  well  in  the  new  laboratory.  Their  use  in  diagnosis  is  possible 
since  their  radiation  can  be  detected  wherever  they  go  in  a 
chemical  system  or  living  body.  The  first  experiment  of  this 
technique,  known  as  the  tracer  technique,  was  made  in  1923  when 
a  radioactive  isotope  of  lead  was  made  up  in  solutions  of  lead 
nitrate.  When  bean  shoots  were  placed  in  these  solutions  of  vary- 
ing strength,  the  amounts  of  lead  taken  up  and  transported  in  the 
olant  could  be  measured  by  the  radioactivity  appearing  in  the 
stem  and  leaves. 

Because  radioactive  iodine  is  the  most  widely  used  isotope 
and  the  procedures  for  its  use  are  better  established,  it  will  be 
the  isotope  used  first  in  the  University  Hospital  laboratory.  It  will 
be  used  in  diagnosis  of  disorders  of  the  thyroid  gland,  since  the 
rate  at  which  the  thyroid  takes  up  small  tracer  doses  of  radio- 
active iodine  is  an  accurate  measure  of  the  gland's  activity.  This 
isotope  is  simply  placed  in  solution  and  drank  by  the  patient, 
its  radioactivity  being  no  greater  than  that  of  a  luminous  watch. 

Only  microscopic  dosages  of  radioactive  material  are  used 
in  the  tracer  technique,  since  as  little  as  .0000000000000001  of  a 
gram  of  an  isotope  can  be  detected  and  measured. 

The  laboratory  consists  of  two  sections,  the  '"high  activity" 
area  in  which  the  radioactive  substances  are  received, 
standardized  and  made  up  in  solutions,  and  the  area  in  which 
radiations  are  detected  from  within  the  body  of  patients  by 
scintillation  counters.  • 


Alberta    Government   Photos — Ross 

A  solution  containing  radioactive  iodine  is  shown  above  (leii)  being  piepared  by  George  Tosh,  technician  at  the  University  of  Hospital  radioisotope 
laboratory.  The  mirror  at  the  rear,  which  reflects  Mr.  Tosh  and  the  laboratory  equipment,  is  used  so  that  technicians  can  watch  their  actions  without  appearing 
outside  the  protection  afforded  by  the  lead  brick  shield  which  screens  the  radioisotope's  radiations.  In  the  centre  photo,  Mr.  Tosh  is  using  a  Geiger  counter 
to  detect  any  possible  radioactive  dust  which  may  have  got  on  the  hands,  or  beneath  the  fingernails  of  a  technician  working  in  the  laborotory.  The  final 
photo  shows  the  method  by  which  thryoid  disorders  are  detected  by  radioisotope  technique.  The  scintillation  counter  detects  the  radiations  from  the 
radioactive  material  which  has  reached  the  diseased  section  of  the  thyroid  and  the  degree  of  radioactivity  is  measured  on  the  machine  ot  left  to  locate 

the  precise  point  where  the  disease  is. 
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Winter  Commercial  Fishing  Regulations 

December  1  and  16,  Opening  Dates,  Season  Closes  March  31 
Whitefish  Catch  At  Lake  Wabumum  Increased  To  150,000  Pounds 


Regulations  governing  winter  fishing  for  commercial  purposes 
have  been  announced  by  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests. 
Dec.  1  is  opening  day  for  all  lakes  north  of  township  65,- and  in 
all  other  parts  of  Alberta,  Dec.  16.  The  season  closes  March 
31,  1954. 

Special  opening  dates  for  particular  lakes  are:  Battle  Lake, 
Feb.  9;  Beaver  and  Elinor  Lakes,  March  1;  Bistcho,  Crooked, 
Frances,  Lawrence,  Long,  Meyer,  Namur,  Sander  and  Winefred 
Lakes,  Nov.  17;  Buck  (west  of  VVinfield),  Lac  La  Nonne  Lakes, 
Jan.  5;  Fickle,  Heart,  McGregor,  Newell  and  Williams  Lakes, 
Jan.  4;  Frenchman  and  losegun  Lakes,  Dec.  1;  Shining  Bank  Lake, 
Jan.  11;  Sterner  Lake,  Dec.  14;  Sturgeon  Lake,  Jan.  15;  and  Lake 
Wabamun,  Dec.  8. 

The  catch  for  whitefish  on  Lake  Wabumun  has  been  increased 
to  150,000  pounds  this  year;  last  year's  allowable  catch  was 
100,000  pounds.  Three  days  whitefish  catch  will  be  allovv-ed  during 
December,  1953,  when  nets  can  be  lifted  once  daily  between 
8:00  a.m.  and  noon  on  Dec.  9,  10  and  11. 

Total  catch  of  fish  allowed  during  the  winter  season  is  as 
follows: 

Lake  Pounds  Species 

Amisk  Lake    15,000     Pike,  pickerel,  perch.,  tullibee 

Athabasca  Lake   500,000      Whitefish,  pickerel,  trout 

Battle  Lake    25,000  Whitefish 

Beaver  Lake   25,000      Pike,  pickerel,  perch 

Behan  Lake   25,000      Pike,  pickerel,  perch 

Birch  Lake   5,000  Whitefish 

Bistcho  Lake   100,000      Whitefish,  pickerel 

Blackett  Lake    10,000      Pike,  pickerel,  perch 

Bobtail  (Pearson)  Lake   no  limit     All  species 

Bourque  Lake    10,000      Whitefish,  pickerel 

Buck  Lake  (north  of  Caslan)    25,000      Pike,  pickerel,  perch,  tullibee 

Buck  Lake  (south  of  losegun  Lake)   10,000  Whitefish 

Buck  Lake   (west  of  Winfield)   50,000      Whitefish,  pickerel 

Burnt  Lakes  (northwest  of  Chipewyan 

Lakes)    20,000      Whitefish,  pickerel 

Burnt   Lake   (southwest   of  Lac  La 

Biche)   no  limit     All  species 

Calling  Lake    50,000      Whitefish,  pickerel 

Calling  Lake    50,000  Tullibee 

Chip  Lake    20,000  Pike 

Christina  Lake   50,000  Tullibee 

Chump  Lake    10,000      Pike,  pickerel,  perch 

Clyde  Lake    20,000      Pike,  perch 

Cow  Lake   :   10,000      Pike,  perch 

Crooked  Lake    5,000  Pike 

Elinor  Lake    15,000      Pike,  pickerel 

Ethel  Lake    5,000      Whitefish,  pickerel,  tullibee 

Frances  Lake   5,000  Pike 

Francis  Lake    10,000  Pike 


Lake  Pounds 

Fickle  Lake   2,500 

Frenchman  Lake   25,000 

Georges  (Cheecham)  Lake   5,000 

Graham  (Trout)  Lake   20,000 

Heart  Lake   20,000 

Helena  Lake    15,000 

Hope  Lake    5,000 

losegun  (Hash)  Lake   40,000 

Ipiatik  Lake   no  limit 

Island  Lake   :.  10,000 

Jackson  Lake   10,000 

Jumbo  Lake    10,000 

Kinnaird  Lake   10,000 

Lac  La  Nonne    15,000 

Lac  La  Biche   25,000 

Lawrence  Lake    5,000 

Lesser  Slave  Lake   400,000 

Lesser  Slave  Lake  500,000 

Little  Lake    5,000 

Long  Lake  (east  of  Ethscott)   10,000 

Long  Lake  (northwest  of  Athabasca   2,000 

Long  Lake  (north  of  Peerless  Lake)   15,000 

Marie  Lake    50,000 

May  Lake    10,000 

McGregor  Lake  120,000 

McLeod  Lake   5,000 

McLeod  (Long)  Lake    5,000 

-Meyer  Lake   5,000 

Mistahae  Lake    15,000 

Muriel  Lake    50,000 

Namur  Lake    30,000 

Newell  Lake   200,000 

Orloff  (Island)  Lake    15,000 

Peerless  Lake    10,000 

Pigeon  Lake   200,000 

Pinehurst  Lake    75,000 

Rock  Island  Lake    20,000 

Round  Lake    10,000 

Sander  Lake    8,000 

Sandy  Lake  (north  of  Lac  La  Biche)   10,000 

Sandy  Lake  (southeast  of  Wabiskaw)  5,000 

Shining  Bank  Lake    2,500 

Snipe  Lake    40,000 

Spencer  (Mosquito)  Lake   no  limit 

Sterner  Lake    10,000 

Sturgeon  Lake    5,000 

Touchwood  Lake   no  limit 

Twin  Lakes    20,000 

Wabamun  Lake   150,000 

Weaver  (Island)  Lake    5,000 

Williams  Lake    10,000 

Winefred  Lake   150,000 

Winefred  Lake    50  000 

Wolf  Lake    20,000 


Species 

Whitefish 
Pike,  perch 
Pike,  tullibee 
Pickerel 

Pike,  perch,  tullibee 
Pike,  pickerel,  perch 
Pike,  pickerel,  perch,  tullibee 
.Whitefish,  tullibee 
All  species 
Pickerel 
Pike,  perch 
Whitefish 

Pike,  pickerel,  tullibee 

Whitefish,  tullibee 

Pike,  ling 

Pike,  perch 

Whitefish,  pickerel 

Tullibee 

Whitefish 

Pike,  pickerel,  perch,  tullibee 
Pike 

Whitefish,  pickerel 
All  species 

Whitefish,  pickerel,  tullibee 

Whitefish 

Whitefish 

Pike,  Derch 

Pike 

Pike,  perch 
Whitefish 
Trout 
Whitefish 

Whitefish,  pickerel,  tullibee 

Trout 

Whitefish 

Whitefish,  pickerel,  pike 

Whitefish,  pickerel 

Whitefish,  pickerel 

Whitefish 

Pike,  perch 

Whitefish 

Whitefish 

Pike,  perch 

All  species 

Whitefish 

Whitefish,  pickerel 
All  species 
Whitefish,  pickerel 
Whitefish 
Pike,  perch 
Whitefish 
Whitefish 
Pike,  pickerel 
Whitefish,  pickerel 


Alberta  Government  Photo — Ross 


The  modem  facilities  at  Brooks  lor  raising  large  numbers  of  pheasants  and 
Chukar  partridges  is  seen  in  the  above  aerial  photo.  Hemmed  in  on  three 
sides  by  the  railway  and  on  the  fourth  by  a  creek,  the  Alberta  Government 
hatchery  provides  an  excellent  sanctuary  for  raising  the  birds  in  protected 
natural  surroundings.  From  the  incubaliors,  young  birds  are  put  in  the  rows 
of  white  pens  and  their  area  of  freedom  enlarged  as  they  learn  to  fly.  The 
mature  birds  are  turned  loose  in  large  fields  contoining  natural  foliage, 
fenced  at  the  sides  and  screened  on  top.  A  total  of  7,191  pheasants  were 
distributed  to  all  parts  of  south  and  central  Alberta  during  1953. 


Change  In  Address  Simple 
If  Former  Address  Is  Known 

"Within  Our  Borders"  readers  who  change  their  addresses 
can  make  sure  they  will  continue  to  receive  issues  of  the  Alberta 
Government  publication  without  delay  by  informing  us  of  their 
new  address. 

With  a  mailing  list  of  approximately  20,000,  a  change  in 
address  can  be  made  promptly  if  both  old  and  new  addresses  are 
sent  to  "Within  Our  Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 

If  you  have  changed  ycur  address  recently,  a  quick  and 
effective  way  of  letting  us  know  is  to  clip  the  address  from  the 
top  left-hand  corner  of  a  recent  issue  of  "Within  Our  Borders" 
and  mail  this  in  together  with  your  present  correct  address.  Since 
readers  of  "Within  Our  Borders"  are  grouped  on  our  mailing 
list  according  to  the  cities,  towns,  villages,  or  post  office  districts 
in  which  they  reside,  both  old  and  new  addresses  are  needed 
to  make  an  address  change. 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  adminisirotion 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
arc  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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.  .  .  the  hunters  are  brieied 

Grande  Prairie 
Planning  Report 

Agricultural  development  in 
the  southern  Peace  River  dis- 
trict is  reaching  maturity, 
according  to  the  planning  report 
for  Grande  Prairie  prepared  by 
the  Town  and  Rural  Planning 
Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Municipal  Affairs. 

The  report  notes  the  rapid 
growth  of  mechanized  farming 
in  the  district,  the  increase  in 
the  area  of  occupied  farmland, 
and  the  decline  in  number  but 
increase  in  size  of  the  farms. 

The  planning  report  was 
requested  by  the  Grande  Prairie 
Town  Council  and  consists  of 
a  report  on  planning  surveys 
made  in  the  summer  of  1952 
by  the  branch  technicians  and 
a  series  of  recommendations, 
presented  in  the  form  of  a 
general  plan  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Grande  Prairie  in  the 
next  10  years. 

It  is  noted  that  the  develop- 
ment of  Peace  River  natural  gas 
fields  and  the  export  of  gas 
from  this  area  are  important  to 
Grande  Prairie  because  they 
will  bring  the  benefits  of  in- 
creased local  business  and 
employment  as  well  as  the 
possibilities  of  new  industries. 
Some  of  the  gas  which  may  be 
exported  is  "wet"  gas  which 
requires  processing  before  ex- 
port. Recoverable  by-products 
such  as  propane,  butane,  sul- 
phur and  natural  gasoline,  often 
as  valuable  as  the  residual  fuel 
gas,  may  form  the  basis  for 
small  local  industries.  * 


they  leave  for  the  hunt  . 


Albcrlit     (Jul  crtiiiiriil     I'hnloi — /?OSi 

a  pause  between  hunts  to  exchange  experiences  .  .  . 


Six  Coyotes  Shot  During 
Organized  Hunt  At  Botha 

November  is  a  favorite  month  for  organized  coyote  hunts 
in  Alberta  but  this  year  the  cyanide  guns  set  out  in  the  Alberta 
Government's  coyote  control  campaign  are  making  it  difficult  for 
the  hunters  to  make  large  kills. 

A  typical  coyote  hunt  was  held  south-east  of  Botha,  8  miles 
east  of  Stettler,  recently  by  the  Stettler  Fish  and  Game  Association. 
Approximately  125  hunters  armed  with  shotguns  combed  two 
areas,  one  of  16  square  miles  and  one  of  six  square  miles,  and 
shot  six  coyotes. 

The  hunters  assembled  in  the  Botha  Skating  Rink  and  then 
were  briefed  on  the  hunt  by  Ken  Creighton,  President  of  the 
Stettler  Fish  and  Game  Association.  After  getting  their  instruc- 
tions, they  clambered  into  waiting  farm  trucks  and  were  driven 
out  to  the  hunting  area. 

The  hunters  were  dropped  from  the  trucks,  one  at  a  time, 
and  spaced  approximately  eight  men  to  a  mile  around  the 
perimeter  of  the  area. 

All  hunters  began  walking  slowly  into  the  hunting  area  at 
a  set  time.  While  waiting  for  the  starting  time,  one  coyote 
appeared  on  a  knoll  about  a  half-mile  from  the  waiting  line  of 
hunters.  He  watched  them  until  they  started  to  move  toward  him, 
then  ran  off  at  a  fast  clip  to  make  his  escape. 

There  was  no  action  until  the  hunt  began  to  close  into  the 
centre  of  the  square.  In  the  middle  of  stubble  fields  full  of  hunters, 
a  coyote  suddenly  sprang  up,  looked  at  the  circle  closing  in,  and 
ran  off  to  the  south.  Shouts  of  "coyote"  passed  down  the  line 
and  soon  shots  began  to  sound  from  the  southern  line  of  hunters. 

The  coyote  was  killed  but  it  was  the  only  one  shot  in  this 
hunt. 

The  second  hunt  was  more  successful.  The  area  was  smaller 
— cnly  six  square  miles — and  full  of  brush  which  provided  good 
cover  for  the  coyotes.  The  hunters,  now  determined  to  drive  out 
all  the  ccyctes  in  their  area,  worked  their  way  through  the  bush, 
shouting  and  firing  their  shotguns  to  scare  out  the  animals.  This 
time,  they  were  rewarded — five  coyotes  were  shot.  • 


Albertans  Sweep  Honors 
At  Royal  Winter  Fair 

Alberta  competitors  won  new 
agricultural  honors  for  their 
Province  at  the  Royal  Winter 
Fair  recently  held  at  Toronto, 
Ontario. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  fair, 
Albertans  won  15  of  20  grand 
championships.  Ronald  Leon- 
hardt,  Drumheller,  won  the 
world  wheat  championship  for 
the  second  consecutive  year 
with  his  Marquis  wheat,  while 
Chris  Morck,  of  Dickson,  won 
the  world  rye  championship 
with  his  Petkus  variety  of  seed 
rye. 

Other  world  grain  champion- 
ships won  by  Albertans  were: 
barley,  George  S.  Snow,  of 
Milk  River;  oats,  Thomas  F. 
Rhatigan,  South  Edmonton;  and 
forage  seed,  Thomas  Corlett, 
Clairmont. 

One  of  the  outstanding  Al- 
berta livestock  triumphs  in 
Royal  Winter  Fair  history  was 
won  by  Edward  F.  Noad, 
Claresholm,  whose  Shorthorn 
steer,  Killearn  Conquest,  won 
the  grand  championship  in  the 
prize  market  cattle  division. 

Also  winning  firsts  or  seconds 
in  their  livestock  classes  were 
the  Aberdeen  Angus,  of  Secord 
and  Sons,  Winterburn;  the 
Hereford  of  Frank  Radau,  of 
Bowden,  and  the  Hereford  of 
Charles  Kallal,  of  Tofield.  The 
Merry  Acres  Ranch  of  Calgary 
also  won  a  reserve  champion- 
ship in  the  Hereford  class.  • 


Recent  Municipal  Loans 

Follov/ing  is  a  list  of  loans  made  by  the  Provincial 
Treasurer's  Department  during  October: 

Municipal  Capital  Expenditures  Act: 

Milk  River  $  16,900  Water  system 

8,900  Sewer,  water  extensions 

Olds    22,600  Sewer,  water  extensions 

Bonnyville    41,000  Sewer,  water  extensions 

Red  Deer    451,000  Water  system 

Leduc    62,600  Water  system 

Lacombe   44,000  Municipal  Building 

Lethbridge    200,000  Storm  sewers 

Self-Liquidating  Projects  Act: 

Viking  $107,600 

Mannville    117,300 

Myrnam    124,900 

Grimshaw    74,500 


river  Testing  Program 
Extended  To  Three  More  Cities 

Testing  of  new  drivers  will  begin  in  the  cities  of  Lethbridge, 
Red  Deer,  and  Medicine  Hat  Dec.  1. 

Extension  of  the  Alberta  Government's  driver  testing  program 
means  that  all  drivers  applying  for  their  first  driver's  licence  in 
these  three  cities  will  have  to  take  a  driver's  test. 

The  test,  which  has  been  given  to  drivers  in  Edmonton  and 
Calgary  since  last  July,  consists  of  a  written  examination,  a  test 
of  visual  ability,  and  a  short  road  test. 

Driver  examiners  will  be  available  to  test  new  drivers  at 
Lethbridge  on  Tuesday,  at  Medicine  Hat  on  Wednesday  afternoons 
and  Thursday  mornings,  and  at  Red  Deer  on  Wednesdays.  Appli- 
cations for  tests  should  be  made  to  the  Motor  Vehicles  Branch 
offices  at  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat  and  to  the  issuer  of 
drivers'  licences  at  Red  Deer.  • 
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Alberta  Government's  Part 
In  Polio  Aid  Reviewed 

By  Dr.  A.  Somerville 
Deputy  Minister  of  Health 

In  1938  the  Province  of  Alberta  became  the  first  Province  of 
Canada  to  establish  a  poliomyelitis  service.  Certain  modifications 
have  appeared  in  this  program  from  time  to  time  and  the  following 
is  a  listing  of  the  situation  as  it  exists  at  present. 

Isolation  hospital  care  for  communicable  disease  cases  has 
been  recognized  and  accepted  for  many  years  as  a  municipal 
responsibility.  For  some  time  now  the  Province  has  been  in  this 
picture  through  the  so-called  "Dollar  a  Day"  program.  A  good 
many  polio  patients  during  this  past  summer  have  received 
provincial  assistance  towards  the  payment  of  their  hospital  bills 
through  this  program.  Recently  the  Provincial  Government  has 
made  an  offer  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  of  Alberta.  If  accepted 
by  the  hospitals,  this  programme  will  work  as  follows: 

The  patient  in  the  Isolation  Hospitals  will  be  asked  to  pay 
$2  for  each  hospital  day  and  the  Province  will  pay  its  regular 
70  cents  for  each  patient  day  of  service  rendered.  In  addition,  the 
Province  will  pay  $10.25  for  each  case  of  polio  which  shows  actual 
paralysis  but  requires  only  standard  isolation  hospital  care.  It 
will  pay  $30  per  patient  day  for  each  case  that  requires  a 
tracheotomy  but  does  not  require  to  be  placed  in  a  respirator. 
For  those  cases  requiring  respirator  care  during  the  isolation 
period,  the  Province  will  pay  $40  per  patient  day. 

Thus,  in  effect,  every  patient  who  shows  some  degree  of 
paralysis  and  is  placed  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  will  receive  the 
equivalent  of  the  "Dollar  a  Day"  scheme  whether  he  comes  under 
that  program  or  not  for  other  purposes.  Since  the  Province  is 
taking  care  of  the  entire  balance  of  the  account,  the  local  muni- 
cipality is  relieved  of  their  share  of  the  "Dollar  a  Day"  program. 
The  proposal  of  the  Provincial  Government  is  to  carry  this  back 
to  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  thus  covering  all  of  this  year's 
polio  epidemic.  If  accepted  by  the  hospitals,  some  cases  will  be 
entitled  to  refunds  on  accounts  which  they  have  paid. 

Hospital  care  is  provided  by  the  Province  after  the  isolation 
period  is  over  and  at  the  moment  the  estimated  cost  of  this  for 
the  present  fiscal  year  is  $800,000.  Because  of  the  longer  period 
involved,  the  total  cost  of  this  after  care  is  considerably  greater 
than  the  cost  of  hospitalization  during  the  isolation  period. 
Medical  care  is  also  provided  by  the  Province  during  the  period 
following  isolation.  This  includes  the  ordinary  care  of  the  patient 
on  the  ward  as  well  as  surgical  care  if  that  should  be  necessary 
at  a  later  date.  The  cost  of  this  service  to  the  Province  during 
the  present  fiscal  year  will  be  about  $100,000. 

The  first  respirators  or  iron  lungs  were  brought  into  Alberta 
by  the  Provincial  Government  many  years  ago.  These  particular 
machines  were  produced  by  the  Sick  Children's  Hospital  at 
Toronto.  A  little  later  an  improved  machine  was  offered  to  each 
hospital  by  Lord  Nuffield  and  about  40  of  these  were  brought 
in  the  Province  with  the  hospital  concerned  paying  only  for  the 
freight. 

Six  of  these  machines  were  brought  in  by  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment and  maintained  as  a  provincial  pool  to  take  care  of  unusual 
circumstances.  Recently  new  types  of  respirators  have  been 
brought  out  which  are  much  more  convenient  from  the  nursing 


Alcoholism  Foundation  Program 
Described  In  Booklet 

A  project  to  aid  alcoholics  who  were  formerly  placed  in 
jails  or  institutions  is  now  being  developed  in  Alberta,  according 
to  a  booklet  released  by  the  Alcoholism  Foundation  of  Alberta. 

The  six-page  publication  has  been  published  by  the  founda- 
tion to  provide  information  on  the  education,  treatment,  rehabili- 
tion,  research  and  prevention  work  being  undertaken  in  the 
Province. 

"Our  concern  is  alcoholism  not  social  drinking,"  states  the 
booklet.  "Many  may  drink  in  moderation,  while  others,  the  sick 
ones,  have  no  control,  and  don't  know  why.  It  is  of  paramount 
importance  that  those  who  want  or  will  accept  the  help  they 
need,  do  find  it." 

The  booklet  states  that  treatment  services  available  through 
the  foundation  include  general  hospital  beds  for  the  acutely  ill 
patients,  and  outpatient  clinical  care,  diagnosis  and  rehabilita- 
tion. The  work  of  rehabilitation  aids  the  persons  who  would 
otherwise  be  committed  to  jails  or  institutions,  provides  treatment, 
and  later  a  job,  subsistence,  and  counselling. 

Payment  for  hospital  treatment  is  based  upon  the  individual's 
financial  position.  All  general  hospital  facilities  and  clinical 
services  are  charged  at  the  current  rates,  plus  the  cost  cf  special 
or   additional    medications,    as    needed.    Most    hospital  plans 


Two  Booklets  Give  Story 
On  Available  Public  Lands 

Two  booklets  recently  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Lands 
and  Forests  give  a  complete  description  of  public  lands  open  for 
settlement  in  the  Peace  River  area  and  the  "fringe"  area  of  central 
Alberta. 

One  booklet  is  a  revised  edition  of  the  report  originally 
published  in  1951  on  the  Peace  River  area.  The  second  is  a  new 
report,  dealing  with  the  few,  relatively  large,  areas  of  public  land, 
close  to  the  settled  area  of  central  Alberta,  which  are  suitable 
for  agricultural  development. 

The  "fringe"  area  consists  of  the  district  bordering  Elk  Point, 
Edmonton  and  Red  Deer  for  a  distance  of  50  to  100  miles.  It 
extends  northwest  from  Cold  Lake  to  Lesser  Slave  Lake  and  from 
Lesser  Slave  Lake  south  to  Olds.  An  estimated  3,400,000  acres 
of  public  land  are  open  for  settlement,  but  some  of  this  area 
may  contain  soil  unsuitable  for  agriculture. 

The  report  observes  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
"fringe"  area  may  be  suitable  as  grazing  land.  In  the  less  heavily 
wooded  sections,  there  is  usually  good  grass  cover,  which,  if  water 
is  accessible,  provides  good  summer  grazing  area. 

Persons  interested  in  public  lands  open  for  settlement  in 
Alberta  may  obtain  copies  of  the  two  booklets  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Lands  and  Forests,  Natural  Resources  Building, 
Edmonton.  • 

Farm  School  Enrollment 
Shows  Slight  Decrease 

Total  enrollment  at  the  three  schools  of  agriculture  and 
home  economics  in  Alberta  for  the  1953-54  term  is  394  students, 
a  decrease  of  22  over  last  term. 

Largest  enrollment  was  at  Vermilion,  where  121  boys  and 
38  girls  were  taking  agricultural  and  home  economics  courses. 
This  was  followed  by  Olds  with  119  boys  and  34  girls,  and  the 
Fairview  school  with  63  boys  and  19  girls  enrolled.  • 


CORRECTION 

In  the  article  on  the  Paddle  Prairie  Metis  Colony  appearing  in  the 
Nov.  15th  issue  of  Within  Our  Borders,  it  was  incorrectly  reported  that 
Richard  Poitras  in  the  1952  crop  year  raised  27,000  bushels  of  all  grains 
on  2,500  acres.  The  correct  information  on  Mr.  Poitras'  yield  is  that 
he  grew  3,125  bushels  from.  120  acres. 


point  of  view.  The  unusual  epidemic  this  summer  has  created 
an  extraordinary  demand  for  respirator  service.  As  a  result  the 
Provincial  Government  has  been  brought  into  the  picture  and  a 
Provincial  pool  of  these  machines  is  being  built  up.  At  the  moment 
of  writing  this  pool  consists  of  24  machines  with  more  on  order. 
Because  of  the  various  types  of  respirators  that  have  been  brought 
in  at  different  times  by  the  Province,  there  has  never  been  a  time 
when  an  iron  lung  was  not  available  when  needed. 

A  rehabilitation  program  is  also  provided  by  the  Provincial 
Government.  Training  is  given  to  polio  victims  who,  because  of 
disability,  may  be  handicapped  in  seeking  jobs.  Special  training 
is  given  in  various  occupations  which  may  make  it  possible  for 
the  patient  to  become  self  supporting.  • 


recognize  alcoholism  as  an  illness  and  provide  regular  coverage 
for  treatment. 

Research  and  educational  programs  are  developing  a  better 
understanding  of  the  alcoholic's  situation,  states  the  booklet. 
Surveys  have  provided  more  complete  knowledge  of  existing 
problems,  incidence  and  costs  for  treatment  and  rehabilitation, 
while  the  educational  program  is  bringing  about  public  changes 
in  attitude  towards  the  alcoholic.  When  alcoholism  is  recognized 
as  a  disease,  many  persons  will  readily  seek  early  treatment 
before  it  reaches  the  chronic  stage. 

The  work  of  education  has  been  carried  on  through  public 
talks,  school,  mailings,  the  press  and  radio.  A  half  hour  program 
is  carried  on  CKUA  at  8:30  p.m.  every  Wednesday  to  acquaint 
the  people  of  Alberta  with  the  work  of  the  Alcoholism  Foundation 
and  the  problems  of  alcoholism. 

Future  plans  for  educational  work  include  the  organization 
of  orientation  programs  to  acquaint  social  workers,  teachers, 
ministers,  doctors  and  ethers  with  the  problems  of  alcoholism. 
This  will  place  them  in  a  better  position  to  deal  with  individual 
cases  which  may  contact  them  for  help.  Therapy  meetings  fcr 
family  members,  as  well  as  for  those  suffering  from  alcoholism, 
will  be  held  at  the  Foundation  Centre. 

The  booklet  states  that  the  Alcoholism  Foundation  is  an 
independent,  private  foundation  which  is  financed  by  the  Alberta 
Government,  and  business  and  industry  in  the  Province.  Its 
services  are  available  to  any  resident  of  Alberta  and  free  informa- 
tion and  guidance  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Edmonton 
office  at  9910  -  103  Street,  or  by  phoning  26516.  • 


